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Members of Congress to come together to
pass bipartisan legislation that will help us
achieve this goal. By working together, we
can raise standards even higher, expand op-
portunity for all Americans of all back-
grounds, and build a future where no child
is left behind.

Thank you very much. Thank you all for
being here.

NotE: The President spoke at 2:13 p.m. in the
Rose Garden at the White House.

Remarks on Intelligence Reform
Legislation
October 10, 2007

Good morning. In August, Congress
passed the Protect America Act, a bill to
modernize the Foreign Intelligence Surveil-
lance Act of 1978. This new law strengthened
our ability to collect foreign intelligence on
terrorists overseas, and it closed a dangerous
gap in our intelligence. Since this important
measure took effect, our intelligence profes-
sionals have been able to gather critical infor-
mation that would have been missed without
this authority. And keeping this authority is
essential to keeping America safe.

Unfortunately, when Congress passed the
Protect America Act, they set its provisions
to expire in February. The problem is, the
threat to America is not going to expire in
February. So Congress must make a choice:
Will they keep the intelligence gap closed
by making this law permanent, or will they
limit our ability to collect this intelligence
and keep us safe, staying a step ahead of the
terrorists who want to attack us?

My administration will work with Mem-
bers of Congress from both sides of the aisle
to reach an agreement on a bill that will allow
us to protect our country. The final bill must
meet certain criteria. It must give our intel-
ligence professionals the tools and flexibility
they need to protect our country. It must
keep the intelligence gap firmly closed and
ensure that protections intended for the
American people are not extended to terror-
ists overseas who are plotting to harm us.
And it must grant liability protection to com-
panies who are facing multibillion-dollar law-
suits only because they are believed to have
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assisted in the efforts to defend our Nation
following the 9/11 attacks.

When Congress presents me with a bill,
I will ask the Director of National Intel-
ligence whether it meets these criteria. And
if it does, I will sign it into law.

Today the House Intelligence and Judici-
ary Committees are considering a proposed
bill that instead of making the Protect Amer-
ica Act permanent would take us backward.
While the House bill is not final, my adminis-
tration has serious concerns about some of
its provisions, and I am hopeful that the defi-
ciencies in the bill can be fixed.

Congress and the President have no higher
responsibility than protecting the American
people from enemies who attacked our coun-
try and who want to do so again. Terrorists
in faraway lands are plotting and planning
new ways to kill Americans. The security of
our country and the safety of our citizens de-
pend on learning about their plans. The Pro-
tect America Act is a vital tool in stopping
the terrorists, and it would be a grave mistake
for Congress to weaken this tool.

On another issue before Congress, I urge
Members to oppose the Armenian genocide
resolution now being considered by the
House Foreign Affairs Committee. We all
deeply regret the tragic suffering of the Ar-
menian people that began in 1915, but this
resolution is not the right response to these
historic mass killings, and its passage would
do great harm to our relations with a key
ally in NATO and in the global war on terror.

Thank you.

NoTE: The President spoke at 11:10 a.m. on the
South Lawn at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to H. Res. 106.

Remarks at a Reception Celebrating
Hispanic Heritage Month
October 10, 2007

The President. Thank you all. Please be
seated. Sientese. Gracias. Bienvenidos a la
Casa Blanca, tambien el jardin de las rosas.
It’s a beautiful day. I'm glad you’re here.
Thanks for coming as we celebrate Hispanic
Heritage Month. Every year at this time, we
recognize the rich cultural traditions of the
Hispanic American community and the great
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contributions of Hispanic Americans to our
country and our character. That's why we’re
here.

I appreciate so very much Ambassador Sue
Schwab, who is the U.S. Trade Representa-
tive, for joining us. We're proud you're here,
Madam Ambassador. I'm going to say some-
thing positive about trade, so I'm glad you
came. I appreciate my friend, my dear friend
former Attorney General of the United
States Al Gonzales. I appreciate Anna Cabral,
U.S. Treasurer, and Victor. Thank you all for
coming. I'm proud that other members of
my administration have joined us. Sarah, it’s
good to see you; thank you for being here.

I thank my friend Emilio Estefan, who has
provided the entertainment. I'm going to say
something about the entertainment a little
later, but Israel, we're glad you're here.

I appreciate the members of the diplo-
matic corps. I appreciate the Ambassadors
coming. We're proud you're here. Thanks for
taking time.

I have just met a remarkable woman that
I want to introduce to you. Yamile Llanes
Labrada and her daughter Shirlen Garcia
have joined me in the Oval Office. Yamile
is the wife of a political prisoner in Cuba,
Dr. Jose Luis Garcia Paneque. The doctor
was a plastic surgeon. He did nothing more
than advocate for freedom, and he’s now in
prison. And not only is he in prison; he’s ill.
And so one of the messages I have for the
Cuban leader is, free this man and free other
political prisoners. He’s not a threat to you.
Let him be reunited with a woman who loves
him dearly and his four children. So, Yamile,
thanks for coming. We're proud you're here.
Sure glad you're here. Y que Dios les bendiga
a su familia y tambien su esposo.

Citizens of Hispanic descent are the fastest
growing population in America. Hispanic
Americans strengthen our Nation with their
commitments to familia y fe. Hispanic Amer-
icans enrich our country with their talents
and creativity and hard work. Hispanic
Americans are living the dream that has
drawn millions to our shores—and we must
ensure that the American Dream remains
available for all. It’s an important part of our
past, and it’s a central part of our future that
people from all walks of life feel welcomed
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and given the opportunity to realize the
blessings of America.

Realizing the promise of this good country
requires a good education. You know, I
worked hard with Republicans and Demo-
crats to pass what’s called the No Child Left
Behind Act. That’s an important piece of leg-
islation because it raises standards, and it
holds schools to account. And the law is
working. It’s a good piece of legislation. It’s
working because I can report to you that last
month, we saw the results from what’s called
the Nation’s Report Card. The report card
showed record performance in fourth and
eighth grade math and fourth grade reading.
And the report showed that Hispanic stu-
dents scored alltime highs in a number of
areas. And so we need to build on that
progress. It’s good that we’ve got a good re-
port card; we want excellent report cards for
every child.

I met yesterday with civil rights leaders.
See, I believe a good education is a civil right.
And we talked about how we can work to-
gether to make sure the No Child Left Be-
hind Act is not only reauthorized but is made
stronger. The Congress needs to make sure
we don’t lower standards. Congress needs to
make sure we raise standards and hold peo-
ple to account, so that every child—every
child can learn in the United States of Amer-
ica.

Realizing the promise of America requires
a grovving economy. Last week, we got more
good news on this front. The economy added
110,000 new jobs in September, giving us 49
straight months of job growth, and that's a
new record. We are now enjoying the longest
period of uninterrupted job creation in the
history of the United States. The growing
economy is the result of good policies, like
low taxes, but it’s also mainly the result of
hard work of workers and entrepreneurs, in-
cluding hundreds of thousands of Latino
businessowners.

And so to keep the economy growing,
we've got to make sure we don’t raise your
taxes. And to keep the economy growing,
we've got to open new markets for goods and
services. One of the most important markets
is in our own hemisphere. Many Hispanic-
owned businesses in our country depend on
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trade with Latin America. Trade with the re-
gion strengthens ties of friendship and com-
merce. Free trade helps our neighbors pros-
per.

And so to expand trade with Latin Amer-
ica, we negotiated—and Congress ap-
proved—a free trade agreement with five
Central American countries as well as the
Dominican Republic. And this agreement is
working. It’s helped American workers. It’s
new markets for products made here—right
here in the United States. And it’s helped
our neighbors. We want everybody to do well
in our neighborhood. We want prosperity to
abound.

And that's why we’ve negotiated new free
trade agreements with Peru and Colombia
and Panama. For the sake of businesses and
sake of our workers and for the sake of pros-
perity in the neighborhood, the United States
Congress needs to approve these three very
important trade agreements.

Realizing the promise of the country re-
quires strong communities where pe()ple
care for each other in times of need. Yamile
found help in the United States from people
who care about the condition of her husband.
A total stranger that didn’t know Yamile be-
fore she came to the United States said, how
can I help you; what can I do? That happens
all across our country when Hispanic Ameri-
cans run soup kitchens and drug treatment
clinics and hear the call—God’s call—to love
our neighbors as we’d like to be loved ourself.

We see this spirit in Hispanic Americans
who volunteer as Little League coaches or
serve as Big Brothers and Big Sisters or give
their time and energy to improve the lives
of people that live across the street from
them. By caring for others, Hispanic Ameri-
cans make ours a better and more compas-
sionate nation, and America appreciates the
example they set.

Finally, realizing the promise of America
requires a secure country. We honor the
many Hispanic Americans who wear the uni-
form here at home, the police and fire-
fighters and emergency rescue personnel
who risk their lives each day to protect our
homeland and our communities. And we
honor the 200,000 Hispanic Americans who
serve in our Armed Forces, who are working
to spread liberty so we can be secure here
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in America, who are doing the hard work
today so our children and grandchildren can
grow up in peace. I appreciate the fact that
they have volunteered in a time of danger,
and I'm proud to welcome members of the
United States military with us today. Thank
you all for coming.

So during Hispanic Heritage Month, we
celebrate the diversity that makes our coun-
try stronger and the heritage and the spirit
that Hispanic Americans bring to this great
democracy. To help us celebrate the heritage
and spirit, we have an incredible talent,
Cachao. He was born in Havana only in 1918.
That was before my time. During the late
1930s, he helped popularize the mambo, and
over the past half century, he has won a lot
of Grammy Awards—most recently in 2005,
believe it or not. So if you do the math, you
can figure out this man hasn’t stopped work-
ing. [Laughter] He’s still clicking, and he’s
still making good music. And so we’re proud
to welcome Israel Lopez, better known as
Cachao, to here—to the White House. Thank
you for coming,

[At this point, Israel Lopez performed.]

The President. 1 know you'll join me in
thanking Cachao for coming. Guess when the
first he was here—1948 he played for Presi-
dent Harry Truman. Welcome back. We're
sure glad you're here.

Thank you all for coming. I want you to
say hello to Yamile again una mas vez. We
certainly pray for the speedy release of your
husband, and we're glad you're here at the
White House. No better place to come and
recognize the great beauty of freedom. We
want to thank you all for joining us as we
celebrate the great diversity and freedom of
the United States.

Que Dios les bendiga.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 3:11 p.m. in the
Rose Garden at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Victor G. Cabral, husband of U.S.
Treasurer Anna Escobedo Cabral; Emilio Estefan,
Jr., president, Estefan Enterprises, Inc.; and
President Fidel Castro Ruz of Cuba.
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Proclamation 8189—General Pulaski
Memorial Day, 2007

October 10, 2007

By the President of the United States

of America

A Proclamation

More than two hundred years after the
death of General Casimir Pulaski, we honor
the life and legacy of a Polish patriot and
American Revolutionary War soldier who
made the ultimate sacrifice for freedom.

Casimir Pulaski first demonstrated his de-
votion to the cause of liberty while defending
his native Poland and earned a reputation for
courage and resolve. He later met Benjamin
Franklin in Paris and learned of America’s
struggle for independence. Inspired by free-
dom’s call, Pulaski joined General George
Washington in the American Revolution in
1777 and was soon commissioned as a Briga-
dier General. General Pulaski recruited and
trained a special corps of American, Polish,
Irish, French, and German troops, and he
became known as “the Father of the Amer-
ican Cavalry.” Although he was mortally
wounded at the siege of Savannah in 1779,
his legacy lives on.

As we celebrate General Pulaski Memorial
Day, we honor a son of Poland who stood
with our country at the dawn of our inde-
pendence. Casimir Pulaski’s determined ef-
forts in Poland and America remind us of
the great contributions Polish Americans
have made to our country. Today, we recog-
nize the enduring bond between the Polish
and American people, and we are grateful
for Poland’s efforts in support of freedom
and democracy in Afghanistan and Iraq and
in the global war on terror.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim October 11, 2007,
as General Pulaski Memorial Day. I urge
Americans to commemorate this occasion
with appropriate activities and ceremonies
honoring General Casimir Pulaski and all
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those who defend our freedom.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this tenth day of October, in the
year of our Lord two thousand seven, and
of the Independence of the United States of
America the two hundred and thirty-second.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:53 a.m., October 12, 2007]

NoTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on October 15.

Message on the Observance of Eid
al-Fitr

October 1, 2007

I send greetings to Muslims in the United
States and around the world celebrating Eid
al-Fitr, the Festival of Breaking the Fast.

The great faith of Islam has enhanced our
society and brought comfort and strength to
generations in America and around the
world. The three day festival of Eid al-Fitr
marks the end of the month-long fast of
Ramadan and is a time to look forward with
a spirit of renewal and hope, and celebrate
the rich Islamic tradition of charity and giv-
ing. During this holiday, Muslims gather with
family and friends to share in traditional
food, thank God for His blessings, and reach
out to the less fortunate.

Our Nation is proud to be a land of many
beliefs, and our society is enriched by our
Muslim citizens. On the first day of Shawwal,
the tenth month of the Islamic calendar, may
people of all faiths reflect on the values we
hold in common, including love of family, the
importance of community, and gratitude to
God.

Laura and I send our best wishes for a
joyful celebration. Eid Mubarak.

George W. Bush

NOTE: This message was released by the Office
of the Press Secretary on October 11. An original
was not available for verification of the content
of this message.



